
BIOGRAPHY OF REV. C. MEYER 

"A HERO IN ISRAEL IS FALLEN" 

 

 
 

 “Brother C. Meyer of the East Pennsylvania Conference of the Evangelical 

Association, and for the last three years stationed in Bethlehem, Pa., ended his earthly 

career on Saturday morning February 22nd, 1873, aged 58 years, 5 months and 23 days. 

 

 

 Brother Meyer was born August 30th, 1814, in Kerchendorf, Oberampt, Seftegen 

Canton, Berne, Switzerland. In 1833, in company with his parents, bothers and sisters, he 



emigrated to this country, arriving in New York on the 15th of August. In a few days the 

whole family settled in Philadelphia. 

 

 

 In 1836, through the labors of Rev. H. Bibighaus of the Reformed Church, the 

deceased was thoroughly convicted on account of his sins. For months he sorrowed on 

account of his heavy burden, not yet fully realizing the way of salvation, until Mother 

Reefer, a godly woman, still remembered by many of our old members in Philadelphia, 

pointed him to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world, in whose blood 

he soon found remission of his sins. 

 

 One year later, in 1837, under the pastoral labors of the late Rev. C. Hesser, he 

was received a member of the Evangelical Association. 

 

 In 1839, on the 30th of ray, he received license to preach the Gospel; on the 29th 

of July 1841, he entered the ranks of the itinerancy in which he continued until the hour 

of his departure. 

 

 During this time he labored at different points, upon circuits, stations and 

missions, serving eight years as presiding elder, and several times represented his 

conference as delegate to the General Conference. 

  

 The first year of his labor was spent in the City of New York, where he not only 

endured severe trials and met with some conflicts, but was also permitted to enjoy 

precious victories. The reader will find these more fully accorded in the History of the 

Evangelical Association, on page 368. However, not only in New York City, everywhere 

his labors were owned and blessed by the Master. Many of those who were converted 

under his ministry have preceded him to Glory, while hundreds who are proud to own 

him as their spiritual Father are following his example, among them several ministers of 

the Gospel now preaching the same Jesus. 

 

 He was acknowledged by all who were more intimately acquainted with him as a 

thorough theologian, a faithful pastor, and a man full of faith and the Holy Ghost. 

 

 In Theology the person and work of Christ, and the entire sanctification of the 

believer (a doctrine which from the beginning to the end of his ministry he always taught 

and defended) were his favorite themes. 

 

 At a Sunday School Convention, held in Easton in the early part of January, he 

remarked, "This will probably be the last convention I shall ever attend". The remark was 

very striking to those present, as he seemed to enjoy his usual health. However, about a 

week later, in consequence of taking a severe cold, causing inflammation of the liver, he 

was confined to his bed. For about six weeks he suffered very severe pain, yet without 

murmuring, and in the full enjoyment of the blessed consolation of our Holy religion. 

About a week before his death he remarked to the writer, "All is well. I am perfectly 

resigned to the will of the Lord, let him do as seemeth good in his sight". 



 

  To others, and especially to his sorrowing family, he would speak with rapture of 

his home on the other side. While they knelt around his dying couch, he looked upon his 

family smiling and exclaimed, "A happy circle - Oh what must it be to be there!" 

 

 Upon another occasion, he remarked, "Weep not for me, know where I am going. 

Home, sweet home, yes, yes, sweet home; my Master will call me home. I am going 

home to rest in Heaven! Three is nothing to be compared with the love of Christ. I know 

that my Redeemer liveth. Yes, yes, I know it. I am so contented. So calm; nothing to 

disturb my mind." He fell a watchman upon Israel tower. Holding his past, through good 

and evil report, prosperity and adversity, for thirty-three years, until relieved by the 

Master. 

 

 Verily more than conqueror through him that loved him, and washed him from all 

sin. 

 

 A sorrow stricken widow, yet resigned to the will of God, who for so many years 

shared with her husband the trials and the labors and sacrifices of the itinerancy, and who 

proved so faithful through all these years, and four daughters (one having preceded the 

Father to rest) and other relatives, besides hundreds of friends within the bounds of 

the East Pennsylvania Conference, as well as his brethren in the ministry, mourn his 

departure, yet with the blessed hope of meeting him where three is no night, nor any 

sighing, nor any dying.” 

 

 His funeral, attended by a large concourse of people, took place on the 25th of 

February. Rev. Brother J. Yeakel, P.E., preached a German sermon upon 2 Tim. 7. 8 and 

was followed by the writer in a few remarks in English. 

 

Rev. Thomas Bowman 

 

 


