
Ancestry of Laura Mecasky Horn

Generation 1

1. Laura Mecasky Horn is the daughter of George Lefler Horn and Sarah Coryell Reading 
[1]. She 

was born on 13 Feb 1868 in Philadelphia, PA 
[1]. She died on 04 Apr 1897 in Holmesburg, 

Pennsylvania 
[1]. 

Maurice Henry Masland is the son of Charles Henry Masland and Annetta Rebecca Meyer 
[1,

 
2]. 

He was born on 10 Jun 1865 in Philadelphia, PA 
[1,

 
2]. He died on 08 Apr 1930 in Hahnemann 

Hospital, Philadelphia, PA 
[1]. Occuation in Carpet Manufacturer. 

Notes for Maurice Henry Masland:
General Notes: 
From Pennsylvania Biographies and Genealogies CD530 Family Tree Maker

The late Maurice Henry Masland, Sr., was one of the creative business builders of his generation 
in this state, a founder of CH Masland & Sons, nationally known as carpet manufacturers, and its 
president at the time of his death. The ownership and development of this company he shared 
with his brothers, and together they built up one of the largest enterprises ot its kind in the country.
Maurice Henry Masland was born in Philadelphia on June 10, 1885, son of Charles Henry and 
Annetta R. (Meyer) Masland. His father was the first superintendant of the Tingley Dye house in 
Germantown and afterward became a job dyer of carpet yarn. In 1886, however, he sold this 
ineterst and purchased for his sons, Maurice Henry and Frank Elmer Masland, some sixty hand 
looms for weaving ingrain carpet. With this equipment a small carpet mill was established in 
Philadelphia, the nucleus from which the present large business developed. In 1887, a year after 
operations were begun, more floor space was required and a new building was erected on a plot 
purchased at Amber and Westmoreland streets, Philadelphia. Frequent additions and more new 
buildings resulted in the eventual development of a large industrial plant. Here, in 1889-90, the 
company's first power looms were installed, and this type of equipment rapidly displaced the old 
hand loom. Maurice H. and Frank E. Masland operated originally under a partnership agreement, 
in which they were subsequently joined by two other brothers, Charles William and John Wesley 
Masland, at which time the present name of the organization, CH Masland & Sons, was adopted. 
Animated by a common purpose and with capital furnished by their father, the brothers worked 
together in expanding the business and the distribution of its products. In 1907 the company was 
incorporated and Maurice H. Masland became its president, serving until his death. 
Mr. Masland was not only a gifted executive and business leader, but also possessed technical 
ingenuity and inventive skill of a high order. He invented and perfected the present method of 
manufacturing velvet rugs, a development of cardinal importance, with the decine of the old 
ingrain carpetings and their eventual displacement by the newer types. CH Masland & Sons, Inc., 
has been for many years one of the largest manufacturers of velvet rugs and carpets in the 
country.
Maurice H. Masland was well known and respected, not only in the carpet industry but in the 
general life of eastern and central Pennsylvania. After the removal of the company's main plant to 
Carlisle in 1920, his activities centered here, but he retained old Philadelphia contacts until the 
close of his career. He was a member of the Manufacturers' Club of Philadelphia, the Penn 
Athletic Club, the Carlisle Country Club, the Old York Road Country Club, the Carlisle Chamber of 
Commerce and other organizations and was a member of the Methodist Church. In politics, Mr. 
Masland was a Republican. Although he was much too busy to participate in public life, he 
recognized and always loyally met the obligations of good citizenship and contributed generously 
to the support of civic and benevolent causes.
He married (first) on October 16, 1888, Laura M. Horn, daughter of George L. and Sarah 
(Reading) Horn, of Philadelphia. They became the parents of four children: George H.; Florence; 
Maurice H. Jr.; and L. Olive. Mr. Masland married (second) Sarah C. Horn, a sister of his first wife. 
He died on April 8, 1930, after an active life of some sixty-five years, in which he won not only 
success but honor in the business world and the regard of all who knew and valued his exeplary 
character, his appealing personal qualities and the constructive influences which marked his 
career.

From "A history of the Cumberland Valley in Pennsylvania" by Dr. George P. Donehoo, published 
by the Susquehanna History Association, Harrisburg, PA, 1930:
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From "A history of the Cumberland Valley in Pennsylvania" by Dr. George P. Donehoo, published 
by the Susquehanna History Association, Harrisburg, PA, 1930:

Maurice Henry Masland, born June 10, 1865 in Philadelphia, was the son of Charles Henry and 
Annetta R. (Meyer) Masland. Both parents are living. C. H. Masland, the father was first 
superintendent of the Tingley's Dye House in Germantown, later entered the business of job 
dyeing of carpet yarn. He continued in this business until the year 1886 when he sold out and 
purchased for his sons sixty hand looms for weaving ingrain carpet. The growing business made it 
necessary to move to Amber and Westmoreland Streets, Philadelphia to new buildings which 
were frequently added to and then to its present site in Carlisle. Mr. M. H. Masland and brother 
Frank Elmer, entered into partnership and later two other brothers, Charles William and John 
Wesley entered, forming the Masland Company as it is known today. October 16, 1888 Mr. M. H. 
Masland married Laura M., the daughter of George L. and Sarah (Reading) Horn of Philadelphia. 
Mrs. Masland died April 4, 1897. To this marriage were born four children: George H., Florence, 
Maurice H., Jr. and L. Olive. Mr. Masland's second marriage was to Sarah C. Horn, a sister to his 
first wife. He was well known and respected in civic and social organizations, some of which are: 
Manufacturers' club of Philadelphia, Philadelphia Athletic club, Carlisle Country club, Old York 
Road Country club and the Carlisle Chamber of Commerce. He was also a member of the 
Republican party in political affairs. His church affiliation was the Methodist Episcopal church. His 
death occurred on April 8, 1930 at Philadelphia and he was buried on April 12th from the home of 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Masland, Oak Lane, Philadelphia. The interment was made in the 
Ivy Hill Cemetery, Germantown, Philadelphia.

The manufacture of carpeting by C. H. Masland & Sons, Inc., was started about the latter part of 
March 1886 by Maurice H. Masland and Frank E. Masland known as C. H. Masland's Sons, as the 
result of the purchase by C. H. Masland of 62 hand looms for the manufacture of cotton ingrain 
carpets, located at Leib St., Philadelphia. A plot of ground was purchased and on it was erected 
1887, by C. H. Masland a two story mill building 52' x 100'-20 power looms were purchased by C. 
H. Masland in 1889 and 1890, and in 1891 C. H. Masland added three stories to the two story mill, 
and to these were added additional buildings and ingrain power looms until 1896 when there were 
a total of 198-4/4 looms and 12-12/4 ingrain looms. In this period Charles William Masland and 
later J. Wesley Masland became members of the firm. When evidence of the decadence of ingrain 
fabrics was apparent the installation of velvet and tapestry carpet looms was made. The increase 
in the number of velvet carpet looms was coincident with the cessation of the manufacture of 
ingrains. The making of seamed velvet and tapestry rugs was started in 1911. The manufacture of 
seamed rugs was soon superseded by the manufacture of seamless rugs. In 1918 ground was 
purchased in Carlisle, known as the Fair grounds, and the erection of buildings was commenced, 
this was followed by the removal of machinery from Philadelphia to Carlisle. Before and after the 
World war, Maurice H. Masland, Jr., Frank E. Masland, Jr., C. H. Masland, 2nd, and Robert P. 
Masland, became associated with the company which had been incorporated in 1907, with M. H. 
Masland, Pres., C. W. Masland, Vice-President, F. E. Masland, Treasurer, and J. Wesley 
Masland, Secy. Additional buildings were erected and machinery and equipment at Philadelphia 
were gradually moved to Carlisle which was completed in 1928.

Maurice Henry Masland and Laura Mecasky Horn. They were married on 16 Oct 1888 in 
Philadelphia, PA 

[1]. They had 6 children.

i. Russell Reading Masland. He was born on 02 Jan 1890 in Philadelphia, PA. He 
died on 13 Mar 1890 in Philadelphia, PA. 

ii. John Masland. He was born on 12 Jan 1891 in Philadelphia, PA. He died on 12 
Jan 1891 in Philadelphia, PA. 
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Generation 1 (con't)

iii. George Horn Masland. He was born on 03 Mar 1892 in Philadelphia, PA. He 
married Clara Alice Squier. They were married on 19 Jul 1916. He died on 30 Aug
1974 in Lakehurst, Ocean, New Jersey. Education was Cornell University. 
Occupation was Farmer, Mechanical Inspector for Government. Burial in Whitting, 
NJ. 

Notes for George Horn Masland:
General Notes: 
From Nancy Wright:

My Grandfather, George Horn Masland

Even my oldest son remembers the bushy eyebrows, the bamboozling 
and the wiggling ears that were a part of every visit with my Grandfather, George 
Horn Masland.   As a child I always knew that if Grandpa Masland were coming, I 
would have to toe the mark.  Along with the stern expectations came the 
wonderful smile and the bamboozling that sent me into torrents of laughter.  Not 
only that but we were always amazed that he could actually wiggle his big friendly 
ears without touching them.  It was almost the first thing we would ask him after 
he arrived for a visit.  “Grandpa, wiggle your ears!!”  And he would mysteriously 
comply.  It seemed to be a gift only he had.  I knew he loved me and was so glad 
that some of my children remember him as well as their Great Grandfather.

When I was a little girl, Grandpa Masland worked for the US government 
in Japan for some years.  He had a Secret Security clearance so I didn’t know 
exactly what he did. What I did know was that he brought me many Japanese 
dolls, most of which I still have to this day.  Our family grew up with an 
appreciation for the Japanese people due to all that he shared with us about his 
time with them.  We also enjoyed their beautiful countryside through the 
wonderful slides grandpa brought home and shared with us.

iv. Florence Masland. She was born on 05 Feb 1894 in Philadelphia, PA. She died 
on 09 May 1993. 

v. Maurice Henry Masland II. He was born on 11 Apr 1895 in Philadelphia, PA. 
Military Service Bet. Sep 1916–May 1919 (US Army at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds). He married Emily Scargle Masland. They were married on 03 Dec 
1923. He died Nov 1977 in Florida. Title was Lieutenant. Occuation in Carpet 
Manufacturer. 

Notes for Maurice Henry Masland II:
General Notes: 
From "A history of the Cumberland Valley in Pennsylvania" by Dr. George P. 
Donehoo, published by the Susquehanna History Association, Harrisburg, PA, 
1930:

Maurice Henry Masland, Jr., Carlisle, Pennsylvania, was born in 1895, in 
Philadelphia and is the son of M. H. Masland, Sr., whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this volume. He was educated in the public schools of Philadelphia 
where he graduated in the high school in 1912. He attended Wharton School of 
Finance at the University of Pennsylvania and graduated in 1916 with a degree of 
Bachelor of Science in Economics. Following this he entered the employ of the 
Masland firm of which his father was president where he worked in 1916 and 
1917. In September of the latter year he enlisted in the United States Army and 
was assigned to the ordnance department and was sent to the arsenal at 
Augusta, Georgia. Then he served at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Aberdeen, 
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was assigned to the ordnance department and was sent to the arsenal at 
Augusta, Georgia. Then he served at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Aberdeen, 
Maryland, and was commissioned Second Lieutenant. While at that place he did 
much work at both testing ammunition and guns until discharged in May 1919. He 
then returned to Philadelphia and resumed his duties in the mill in which he 
became Superintendent. In May 1928 he moved to Carlisle and took up the same 
duties in the mill at that place. Here he continued from that time to the present 
giving evidence of a fine quality in management which promises much for his 
future. Mr. Masland adheres to the Republican party in his political principles and 
belongs to the Carlisle Chamber of Commerce. Socially he is a member of the 
Country club, is a founder member of the Penn Athletic club at Philadelphia. 
Fraternally, he belongs to Mount Pleasant. Lodge No. 32 of the Masons and to 
the Philadelphia Consistory. He holds membership in the Lu Lu Temple of the 
Shrine at Philadelphia. While at the University of Pennsylvania he became a 
member of the Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity. His marriage with Emily S. (Masland) 
Masland, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, took place in December, 1923, and they 
have one child, Claire E., born July 25, 1925. Both Mr. and Mrs. Masland are 
members of the Allison M. E. Church, Carlisle. 

vi. Laura Olive Masland. She was born on 04 Mar 1897 in Philadelphia, PA. She 
died on 27 Dec 1989 in Lancaster, PA. Education was Pierce Business College. 
Occupation was Shorthand and Typing Teacher. Burial in Ivy Hill Cemetery, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

Generation 2

2. George Lefler Horn is the son of John Horn and Mary Lefler. He was born on 19 Jul 1825 in 
Huntertown County, New Jersey. He died in Philadelphia, PA. 

3. Sarah Coryell Reading is the daughter of William Anderson Reading and Deborah Coryell [3]. She 
was born on 17 Nov 1827 in Raven Rock, New Jersey. She died on 04 Apr 1892 in Philadelphia, 
PA 

[3]. 

George Lefler Horn and Sarah Coryell Reading. They were married on 05 May 1851. They had 14 
children.

i. Virginia Horn. She was born on 06 Feb 1852 in Philadelphia, PA. 

ii. Emily Phillips Horn. She was born on 30 Jan 1854 in Philadelphia, PA. 

iii. Mary Emma Horn. She was born on 19 Feb 1856 in Philadelphia, PA. 

iv. George Lefler Horn II. He was born on 01 Jul 1858 in Philadelphia, PA. 

v. William Reading Horn. He was born on 09 Mar 1860 in Philadelphia, PA. 

vi. Sarah Coryell Horn 
[1]. She was born on 15 Jul 1861 in Philadelphia, PA 

[1]. She 
married Maurice Henry Masland. They were married on 28 Jun 1903 

[1]. She died 
on 21 May 1948 

[1]. 

vii. Charles Wesley Horn. He was born on 30 Nov 1863 in Philadelphia, PA. 

viii. John Wesley Horn. He was born on 30 Nov 1863 in Philadelphia, PA. 
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ix. Edward Joseph Horn. He was born on 10 Jun 1865 in Philadelphia, PA. 

x.+ 1. Laura Mecasky Horn 
[1]. She was born on 13 Feb 1868 in Philadelphia, PA 

[1]. 
She married Maurice Henry Masland. They were married on 16 Oct 1888 in 
Philadelphia, PA 

[1]. She died on 04 Apr 1897 in Holmesburg, Pennsylvania 
[1]. 

xi. Anna Eliza Horn. She was born on 22 Mar 1870 in Philadelphia, PA. 

xii. Clara Chaplin Horn. She was born on 14 Mar 1872 in Philadelphia, PA. 

xiii. Samuel Ryerson Horn. He was born on 03 Aug 1873 in Philadelphia, PA. 

xiv. Bertha Horn. She was born on 06 Sep 1874 in Philadelphia, PA. 

Generation 3

4. John Horn. 

5. Mary Lefler. 

John Horn and Mary Lefler. They had 1 child.

i.+ 2. George Lefler Horn. He was born on 19 Jul 1825 in Huntertown County, New 
Jersey. He married Sarah Coryell Reading. They were married on 05 May 1851. 
He died in Philadelphia, PA. 

6. William Anderson Reading is the son of Samuel* Ryerson Reading and Ellen Anderson 
[3]. He 

was born on 27 Nov 1793 in Rosemont, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 18 Mar 

1878 in Raven Rock, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

7. Deborah Coryell [3]. She was born on 15 Jan 1804 
[3]. She died on 21 Jan 1881 

[3]. 

William Anderson Reading and Deborah Coryell. They were married on 24 Feb 1824 
[3]. They had 

7 children.

i. Samuel Ryerson Reading 
[3]. He was born on 04 Sep 1826 in Raven Rock, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

ii. Augustus Bertron Reading 
[3]. He was born on 23 Apr 1829 in Raven Rock, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

iii. Ann Eliza Reading 
[3]. She was born on 13 Jul 1830 in Raven Rock, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. She died on 13 Apr 1832 in Raven Rock, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

iv. Camilla Reading 
[3]. She was born on 27 Oct 1834 in Raven Rock, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. She died on 01 Jun 1836 in Raven Rock, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

v. Emma Moore Reading 
[3]. She was born on 14 Feb 1837 

[3]. She died on 17 Nov 
1893 

[3]. 
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vi. Joanna Reading 
[3]. She was born on 15 Dec 1846 in Ravenrock, Hunterdon 

county, New Jersey 
[3]. 

vii.+ 3. Sarah Coryell Reading 
[3]. She was born on 17 Nov 1827 in Raven Rock, New 

Jersey. She married George Lefler Horn. They were married on 05 May 1851. 
She died on 04 Apr 1892 in Philadelphia, PA 

[3]. 

Generation 4

12. Samuel* Ryerson Reading is the son of Joseph* Reading and Amy Pierson 
[3]. He was born on 

10 Jun 1771 in Kingwood, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 22 Aug 1838 

[3]. 

Notes for Samuel* Ryerson Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Samuel Reading received under the will of his father an estate of some
two hundred and fifty acres on the bank of the Delaware river,
immediately opposite what is now Lower Black Ledge. The eastern line is
marked by a creek, which empties into the Delaware at what is now the
head of the feeder of the Delaware and Raritan Canal. It embraced what
was at one time the most valuable shad fishery between the head of
tide-water, Trenton, and Easton. With it was connected the ferry right
from the Jersey side. This ferry has long since disappeared, and a bridge
at Point Pleasant station has taken its place. The old stone mansion,
about one-half mile from Bull's Island station is still standing .

13. Ellen Anderson 
[3]. She was born on 24 Oct 1771 

[3]. She died on 05 Aug 1807 
[3]. 

Samuel* Ryerson Reading and Ellen Anderson. They were married on 10 Feb 1793 
[3]. They had 7 

children.

i.+ 6. William Anderson Reading 
[3]. He was born on 27 Nov 1793 in Rosemont, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He married Deborah Coryell. They were 

married on 24 Feb 1824 
[3]. He died on 18 Mar 1878 in Raven Rock, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

ii. Joshua Anderson Reading 
[3]. He was born on 04 Mar 1795 in Kingwood, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 04 Apr 1796 in Kingwood, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

iii. Pierson Anderson Reading 
[3]. He was born on 11 Oct 1797 in Rosemont, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 23 Jul 1884 in Lambertville, New 

Jersey 
[3]. 

Notes for Pierson Anderson Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Pierson Anderson Reading was for many years a merchant in Philadelphia,
Penns ylvania and was associated with others in the founding of Hazleton,
Pennsylva nia.
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iv. Anderson Reading 
[3]. He was born on 21 Jul 1800 in Kingwood, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 10 Nov 1825 

[3]. 

v. Eliza Harrison Reading 
[3]. She was born on 20 Jan 1802 in Kingwood, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. She married Joseph A. Lambert. They were 

married on 12 May 1825 
[3]. She died on 20 Mar 1889 

[3]. 

vi. Lucy E. Reading 
[3]. She was born on 22 Mar 1804 in Kingwood, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. She died on 16 Oct 1843 

[3]. 

vii. Ellen Anderson Reading 
[3]. She was born on 19 Apr 1806 in Kingwood, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. She died on 14 Apr 1859 

[3]. 

Susan Rittenhouse 
[3]. 

Samuel* Ryerson Reading and Susan Rittenhouse. They were married on 24 Jun 1809 
[3]. They 

had 2 children.

i. Louis B. Reading 
[3]. He was born on 03 Mar 1811 

[3]. He died on 04 Oct 1838 
[3]. 

ii. Theodosia Grant Reading 
[3]. She was born on 31 Dec 1816 in Kingwood, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. She married Henry Pool Cullen. They were 

married on 01 Oct 1851 
[3]. She died on 31 Dec 1873 in Rosemont, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

Generation 5

24. Joseph* Reading is the son of John* Reading III and Mary Maretje Ryerson 
[3]. He was born on 

23 Nov 1730 in Old Amwell Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 15 Nov 1806 

in Old Amwell Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. Title was Judge. 

Notes for Joseph* Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Honorable Joseph Reading was one of the leading citizens of his day in
the county. As early as 1762, he was commissioned one of the Justices of
the Peace, and from that time until he died was in the judicial position,
either as Justice, Judge, of the Court of Common Pleas, or President
Judge of the Orphans' court, being the first to hold the later position.
He served in the Governor 's council from 1781 until 1783. He was a member
of the Amwell Presbyterian church and frequently a delegate to the
presbytery. He located on a plantation of several hundred acres above the
Wickheckeoke creek, about a mile southwest of what is now Rosemont. The
old homestead commanded a view of the Delaware river and the Pennsylvania
shore, which was reached from the public road by a drive of one-fourth of
a mile, on each side of which were cherry and other fruit trees planted
in regular order, till the mansion-house was reached, the nce continuing
for one-eight of a mile to the Delaware river. On the plantation is the
family burying ground, where several generations of his descendants lie
buried.

25. Amy Pierson 
[3]. 
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Joseph* Reading and Amy Pierson. They were married in abt.1754 
[3]. They had 12 children.

i. Amy Reading 
[3]. 

ii. Sarah Reading 
[3]. 

iii. Elizabeth Reading 
[3]. 

iv. Nancy Reading 
[3]. 

v. Rebecca Reading 
[3]. 

vi. Mary Reading 
[3]. She died 1841 

[3]. 

Notes for Mary Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Mary Reading died unmarried.

vii. William Reading 
[3]. He was born 1754 in Kingwood, Hunterdon County, New 

Jersey 
[3]. He married Ann Emley. They were married on 06 Dec 1775 

[3]. He died 
Apr 1788 

[3]. 

Notes for William Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

William Reading resided in Kingwood, Hunterdon county, New Jersey on land
gra nted by the will of his grandfather Reading. Letters of administration
upon h is estate were granted May 07, 1788.

viii. John Reading 
[3]. He was born on 29 Mar 1756 in Hunterdon County, New Jersey 

[3]. He died on 18 Feb 1802 in Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. 

Notes for John Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

John was provided with an estate under the will of his grandfather,
Governor Reading.

ix. Elizabeth Reading 
[3]. She was born on 06 Mar 1758 

[3]. She died on 06 Jan 1765 

[3]. 

x. Joseph Reading 
[3]. He was born on 28 Jan 1760 

[3]. He died on 11 Mar 1810 
[3]. 

Notes for Joseph Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Joseph Reading was chosen ensign of seventh company, west battalion,
Amwell m ilitia, March 28, 1793. He is buried beside his wife Lucy in the
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Joseph Reading was chosen ensign of seventh company, west battalion,
Amwell m ilitia, March 28, 1793. He is buried beside his wife Lucy in the
Reading grav eyard near Rosemont, New Jersey.

xi.+ 12. Samuel* Ryerson Reading 
[3]. He was born on 10 Jun 1771 in Kingwood, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He married Ellen Anderson. They were married 

on 10 Feb 1793 
[3]. He died on 22 Aug 1838 

[3]. 

xii. Pierson Reading 
[3]. He was born 1780 

[3]. He died on 26 Aug 1847 
[3]. 

Generation 6

48. John* Reading III is the son of John* Reading II and Elizabeth 
[3]. He was born Jun 1686 in 

England 
[3]. He died on 07 Nov 1767 in Amwell, New Jersey 

[3]. Title was Colonel. 

Notes for John* Reading III:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Governor John Reading was the president of the Royal Council of New
Jersey and acting Royal Governor of New Jersey in 1747 and again in 1757,
being the first native born Jersey man to govern the province. John was a
Justice of the Peace and was president judge of the Court of Common Pleas
for Hunterdon county, and he was also the Colonel of Hunterdon county,
New Jersey Militia. At only 32 years old he was selected for a seat in
the governor's council and he rose to greater distinction than did any
other of the native-born sons of the early New Jersey colonists. His
father having enjoyed the advantages of a liberal education, desired the
same for his children. Governor John had been educated in England, and
his mental training appeared to have been of superior character. He
inherited from his father a large patrimony, especially in lands, which
with the estate he had previously acquired in his own right, made him by
far the wealthiest man in Hunterdon county, New Jersey.

49. Mary Maretje Ryerson 
[3]. She was born 1696 in New York City, New York 

[3]. She died on 11 Apr 
1774 in Amwell Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 

[3]. 

John* Reading III and Mary Maretje Ryerson. They were married on 30 Nov 1720 in New Jersey 

[3]. They had 11 children.

i. John Reading IV 
[3]. He was born on 30 Mar 1722 in Old Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died 1766 

[3]. 

Notes for John Reading IV:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

John Reading was collector of the county, 1745-1747. He died before his
father, and the latter in his will made ample provision for the widow and
children of the son.

ii. Ann Reading 
[3]. She was born Jul 1723 in Old Amwell Township, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. She died on 22 Mar 1768 in Greenock, Scotland 

[3]. She 
married Charles Beatty. They were married in June 24, 1746 

[3]. 
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iii. George Reading 
[3]. He was born on 26 Feb 1725 in Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 12 Aug 1792 in Bourbon County, 

Kentucky 
[3]. Title was Colonel. 

Notes for George Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

He inherited from his father large land interests in New Jersey. It is
believ ed that he adopted the profession of his father and grandfather,
that of surv eyor, as his father bequeathed to him his "surveying
instruments." He was com missioned one of her Majesty's justices of the
peace for Hunterdon county Apr il 3, 1755, and he was one of the
representatives of the county in the coloni al assembly of 1761-1765. In
as early as 1774, he became surrogate of the cou nty. Early in the
Revolution, he removed to Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania and settled
on a farm near Fort Ligonier. On April 2, 1788, he was commissio ned one
of the sub-lieutenants of West Moreland county, with rank as Lieutena nt
Colonel. On June 2, 1780 he was re commissioned. Writing to his brother,
Captain Thomas Reading, of Amwell on January 23, 1779, he mentions that
he h ad returned to his farm from Fort Ligonier, where he had been
"upwards of sev en months," and that his son John had "become a great
traveller and warrior." Colonel Reading carried on an extensive
correspondence with his brother Thom as, and many of his letters are in
the possession of Mrs. Alexander Gulick, o f Princeton, New Jersey.

iv. Daniel Reading 
[3]. He was born on 02 Feb 1727 in Old Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He married Euphemia Reid. They were married 

on 26 Feb 1755 
[3]. He died on 15 Oct 1768 in Old Amwell Township, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey 
[3]. Title was Captain. 

Notes for Daniel Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Captain Daniel Reading was county collector from 1759 until 1765 and
served a s captain in the Militia.
The Pennsylvania Gazette reported the following on October 27, 1768:
"On Wednesday the 5th, a melancholy accident happened here. On the
afternoon of the same day, Captain Daniel Reading, son of the Honorab le
John Reading, Esq.,late of this place, deceased, and two  other
gentleme n, each with his fowling piece, charged with some shot, went out
to divert th emselves, in the pursuit of game in the neighboring woods,
and they having di scovered a squirrel on a tree, one of the gentlemen
presented, but the object moving, he took down his piece and as he
confidently thinks, half cocked it. Whilst they were walking about the
tree, in order again to discover the same game, the gun of the gentleman,
who had presented, being in his hand, accide ntly went off, and Captain
Reading, being at a little distance in a direction nearly straight before
the muzzle of the gun, unhappily received the charge in his right arm
above the joints of the elbow. This not only lacerated the t he flesh, but
it also fractured the bone where it struck and broke it off sho rt a
little above where it entered. With some difficulty, he got home, and in 
most excruciating pain, which continued for some days. Skillful surgeons
w ere immediately called to his relief, who willing, agreeably to his own
desir e, and that of his friends, to use their utmost endeavors to save
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w ere immediately called to his relief, who willing, agreeably to his own
desir e, and that of his friends, to use their utmost endeavors to save
his arm, di d not proceed with amputation. Little or no fever ensued, and
after a few day s the pain abated and the wounded part began to supporate.
But notwithstandin g many flattering symptoms of a favorable issue, yet,
on the morning of the 1 5th, he unexpectedly and suddenly expired without
any visible mortification i n the parts, unless livid and blueish streaks
under his wounded arm and on h is side might be judged indications of it.
" Captain Reading's placid, easy, and of a benevolent engaging
disposition and conduct, had rendered him the ob ject of universal esteem
and affection, wherever he was known; hence his deat h is very justly and
greatly regretted. It is not only an unspeakable loss to a deeply
afflicted widow and a large family of children, but to the particul ar
Society to which he belonged, of which he was a useful member. He was one
of the most loving and affectionate of husbands and tenderest of fathers,
a nd a steady friend, and his immature and unexpected death, in the prime
of hi s days, and in the midst of usefulness, shows the vanity of man, in
the best estate, and the great necessity of attending to our Lord's
admonition, " Be y e also ready, for in such hour as ye think not, the Son
of Man cometh."

v.+ 24. Joseph* Reading 
[3]. He was born on 23 Nov 1730 in Old Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 15 Nov 1806 in Old Amwell 

Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He married Amy Pierson. They were 

married in abt.1754 
[3]. Title was Judge. 

vi. Elizabeth Reading 
[3]. She was born on 31 Jan 1731 in Old Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. She married Hackett John Esq.. They were 

married 1755 
[3]. She died 1781 

[3]. 

vii. Richard Reading 
[3]. He was born on 08 Dec 1732 in Old Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died 1781 

[3]. 

viii. Thomas Reading 
[3]. He was born on 27 Sep 1734 in Old Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. He died on 15 Dec 1814 in Amwell, New 

Jersey 
[3]. Title was Judge. 

Notes for Thomas Reading:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Thomas Reading was an ardent patriot in the Revolution and one of the
foremos t men in the county. He was chosen by Congress on February 09,
1776, Captain of the sixth company, third New Jersey regiment, "First
Establishment," comma nded by Colonel Elias Dayton. Captain Thomas was in
service with his command in northern New York and Canada until the
discharge of his regiment on March 23, 1777.  In June, 1778, he was
appointed one of the agents of the state for provisions for the use of
the army and other supplies for carrying on the wa r, in which capacity he
rendered valuable services. He was commissioned a Jus tice of the Peace
for Hunterdon county as early as 1783 and was for may years one of the
Judges of the Court of Common Pleas. Captain Reading was one of t he
founders of the Presbyterian church in Flemington and a member of its
bo ard of trustees. On July 06, 1797, he was ordained an elder, with power
" to conduct divine worship and read a sermon when the pastor was
absent." He was a large land owner. His home estate, formerly that of his
father, contained o ver 400 acres and was located near what is now
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absent." He was a large land owner. His home estate, formerly that of his
father, contained o ver 400 acres and was located near what is now
Flemington Junction.

ix. Mary Reading 
[3]. She was born on 26 Jul 1736 in Old Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. She died on 04 Apr 1794 in Elizabeth, New 

Jersey 
[3]. 

x. Sarah Reading 
[3]. She was born on 29 Aug 1738 in Old Amwell Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
[3]. She married Augustine Reid. They were 

married on 06 Jul 1756 
[3]. She died on 10 Jul 1809 in Roxbury, Morris County, 

New Jersey 
[3]. 

xi. Samuel Reading 
[3]. He was born on 25 Oct 1741 in New Jersey 

[3]. He died on 18 
Aug 1749 

[3]. 

Generation 7

96. John* Reading II 
[3]. He was born on 14 Sep 1657 in Pipe Hill Staffordshire, England 

[3]. He died 
on 30 Oct 1717 in Amwell, New Jersey 

[3]. Title was Colonel. 

Notes for John* Reading II:
General Notes: 
[2873030.FTW]

Colonel John Reading, the founder of the New Jersey family of this
surname, was without a doubt of gentle birth, and enjoyed in his youth
the advantages of a good education. Arriving from London, England around
1684, Colonel John Reading settled in Gloucester, New Jersey. For some
years prior to his coming to New Jersey, he was interested in the
movement to promote the settlement of the province, and in 1677 made his
first purchase of land in West New Jesey. In 1685 he was elected a member
of the assembly and attended it's sessions at Burlington. He became the
owner of the majority of the eighty-eight lots in to which Gloucester town
was divided. In 1688 he was chosen clerk of the county, the most
important office within the gift of the people and held the office until
1702, being annually re-elected. In 1693, he was granted the ferry
franchise over Gloucester river, and on the Delaware river from
Gloucester to Wicaco, Philadelphia. Colonel Reading was one of the
largest land proprietors in the province. Some time between 1704 and 1709
Colonel Reading moved from Gloucester county to what is now known as
Amwell township, Hunterdon county. His estate lay on the Delaware river,
covering what is now the towns of Stockton and Prallsville. His residence
was at Stockton, where he established a landing known as John Reading's
Landing. In January, 1712, he was commissioned by Governor Hunter as one
of the judges of the supreme court of the province. December 5, 1713, he
entered on his duties as one of the queen's council. He became an active
member and continued so until his death. His life, which was always
active and honorable, came to a close at his seat in Hunterdon County,
New Jersey. Letters of administration on his estate were granted to his 
son, John Reading on November 02, 1717. In December following an
inventory of the personal estate filed and taken from the probate records
in the office of the Secretary of State of New Jersey states: The
"tankard" specified in the inventory was of silver and bore the Reading
arms. It was probably a heirloom and was certainly brought to this county
by Colonel Reading. Upon his decease it became the property of his son
John who in his will bequeathed it to his grandson, John Reading. The
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by Colonel Reading. Upon his decease it became the property of his son
John who in his will bequeathed it to his grandson, John Reading. The
latter, in his will dated October 20, 1815 thus disposed of it: " It is
my wish that the silver tankard given me by my grandfather Reading and
the family coat of arms, which I have should go out to the family. I
therefore give and bequeath them to my eldest son, John Reading, during
his life, and after his death to my son Joseph, and if he is not living
at the time of my son John's death, then to my eldest son and eldest male
descendants forever." The son John mentioned here died without issue and
the tankard became the property of Joseph, who gave the same to his son,
Judge James Newell Reading who upon his death passed into the possession
of his son Henry Southard Reading.  Per the above agreement, each eldest
son would pass the tankard to his eldest son. According to family
records, Colonel Reading' s wife was Elizabeth: her maiden name, however,
ant the dates of her birth, marriage, and death have not been
ascertained. The marriage probably occurred before the emigration.

97. Elizabeth 
[3]. She was born Abt. 1657 in England 

[3]. 

John* Reading II and Elizabeth. They were married on 22 Feb 1682 in England 
[3]. They had 5 

children.

i. Elsie Reading 
[3]. She was born Abt. 1682 in Gloucester, New Jersey 

[3]. She died 
in Hunterdon County, New Jersey 

[3]. 

ii. Elizabeth Reading 
[3]. She was born on 05 Jun 1684 in Gloucester, New Jersey 

[3]. 

iii.+ 48. John* Reading III 
[3]. He was born Jun 1686 in England 

[3]. He married Mary 
Maretje Ryerson. They were married on 30 Nov 1720 in New Jersey 

[3]. He died 
on 07 Nov 1767 in Amwell, New Jersey 

[3]. Title was Colonel. 

iv. Mary Elsie Reading 
[3]. She was born on 04 Sep 1688 in Gloucester, New Jersey 

[3]. 

v. Sarah Reading 
[3]. She was born on 26 Aug 1691 in Gloucester, New Jersey 

[3]. 
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